
Millstone Cooperative

Creativity * OpenCommunication* EnvironmentalSustainability

SocialJustice* CommunalOwnership

DearFolksatMCC:

Greetingsfrom Millstone Cooperative! We arean eleven-membercooperative in Somerville,MA committedto creativity,
opencommunication,environmentalsustainability, socialjusticeandcommunalownership.Wearepassionateaboutexploring
thecomplexitiesof consensus-baseddecisionmakingandradicaldemocracy, supportingeachotherin ourwork to re-envision
humanrelationshipsandglobal economics,anddiscovering the bestway to cook lentils andothervegetariandelights. We
arecreatinga non-profitcorporation,BostonCommunityCooperatives(BCC), thatwill provide technicalassistanceto local
cooperatives(existingandnewly-forming) andfinancialassistanceto themfor thepurchaseof propertieswherethey canmake
apermanenthome.BCC’sfirst projectwill beapurchaseof ahousefor Millstone. Wethenanticipateworkingwith anear-by
co-op,Teal House,to purchasethe housethat they currentlyoccupy. We are raising funds for the down-paymentfor the
MillstoneHouse,andhopethatyoumight assistuswith a loanor suggestionsof otherfundingsources.

Most of thecurrentMillstone memberslivedin campuscooperativespreviously, andtheoriginal ideafor Millstone grew out
of a groupof studentswho lived togetherat Princeton’s 2D co-op. After college they wereseekinga moreinter-connected
andsociallyresponsiblewayof living, sothey movedto Bostonandleasedthepropertywherewe now reside.Sincethenwe
havegrown to includemany othermembersfrom abroadrangeof backgrounds.Oureffortsatexpansion,long-termstability,
sustainabilityandcommunityinvolvementarehamperedby our currentrentingsituation. We hopeto find a housewhere
we canwelcomenew members(we currentlyhave 6 peoplehopingto join us in our new site) andserve asa resourcefor
othercooperativesandactivist groups.Weplanto providelow-costhousingin anout-of-controlhousingmarketandpromote
neighborhoodstability andcivic engagement.

We havespokenwith TracieCitron of theCampusCooperativeDevelopmentCorporation,andshesuggestedthatyour co-op
maybeableto offer a low-interestloanfor ourproject.Weanticipatethatthedown paymentfor ourhousewill be$ 100,00to
$180,000,andareseekingloansfrom many differentsourcestowardsthisdown payment.We hopeto talk with youaboutthe
possibilityof aloan,andany otherideasyouhavefor ourproject.AdamKessel,thenominalpresidentof BCC,will bein touch
in thenearfutureto discussopportunitiesfor collaboration.Wehaveencloseda list of currentresidents,alongwith brief bios,
andyou canvisit ourwebsiteat <ahref="http://www.bostoncoop.net/millstone">www.bostoncoop.net/millstone</a>for ad-
ditional information.And of course,if any of youareever in thearea,pleasefeel freeto join usfor deliciousvegan/vegetarian
meals,stimulatingconversation,musiclate-into-the-nightandanythingelsewecandreamuptogether.

Yoursin cooperation,

MillstoneCooperative
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