
September20,2001

BradKarrer

FundsManager

CooperativeDevelopmentFoundation

1401New York AvenueNW, Suite1100

Washington,DC 20005

DearMr. Karrer:

I amwriting to expressmystrongsupportfor theloanapplicationyouhavereceivedfrom theBostonCommunityCooperatives
for the Millstone Cooperative in Somerville,Massachusetts.Over the pastseveral monthsI have cometo know several
membersof theMillstoneCo-op,having workedwith themaspartof ourorganization’sefforts,aswell asmeetingseparately
with Millstonemembersto discusstheir plansandaspirations.

TheSomervilleCommunityCorporationis theonly communitydevelopmentcorporationin Somerville.As suchwearein the
forefrontof thebattleto developandpreserveaffordablehousingin ourcity. Somervilleis oneof themostdenselypopulated
cities in the country, andasa part of the GreaterBostonhousingmarket hasexperienceddramaticescalationin both rents
andpurchasepricesfor housing.Our organizationis committedto organizingto implementpolicies,developingaffordable
housing,andworking with residents- bothtenantsandhomeowners- to preserveaffordablehousingwhereverandwhenever
possible.

Membersof Millstone have participatedin our communityorganizingefforts sincelastspringwhenwe launcheda citywide
organizingcampaignarounda rangeof affordablehousingissues.I have found the Millstone membersto be valuableand
consistentcontributorsto ourefforts. I alsobelievethattheirvisionof cooperativehousingdevelopmentcanbeoneimportant
componentin our organization’soverall campaignto createmoreaffordablehousingin Somerville.My experiencehasbeen
thattheMillstonemembersareextraordinarilycommittedbothto theirown visionof cooperativehousingandto workingwith
othersin thecommunityto createandpreservea communitywhosehousingis affordableto all.

Again, I urgeyour highestconsiderationfor the loanapplicationsubmittedby the BostonCommunityCooperativesfor the
MillstoneCooperative. I wouldbehappy to discussmy experiencewith Millstoneandits membersfurther, if youwish. I can
bereachedat 617-776-5931x223.

Sincerely,

DanielLeBlanc

Chief ExecutiveOfficer
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