SeptembeR0,2001
BradKarrer
FundsManager
Cooperatie Development-oundation
1401New York AvenueNW, Suite1100
WashingtonDC 20005
DearMr. Karrer:

| amwriting to expresamy strongsupportor theloanapplicationyouhaverecevedfrom theBostonCommunityCooperaties
for the Millstone Cooperatie in Somerville, MassachusettsOver the pastseseral monthsl have cometo know several
memberof the Millstone Co-op,having workedwith themaspartof our organizations efforts, aswell asmeetingseparately
with Millstone membergo discusgheir plansandaspirations.

The SomervilleCommunityCorporations theonly communitydevelopmentorporationin Somerville.As suchwe arein the
forefrontof the battleto developandpresere affordablehousingin our city. Somervilleis oneof themostdenselypopulated
citiesin the country andasa part of the GreaterBostonhousingmarket hasexperienceddramaticescalationn bothrents
and purchasepricesfor housing. Our organizationis committedto organizingto implementpolicies, developingaffordable
housing,andworking with residents bothtenantsandhomeavners- to presere affordablehousingwherever andwheneer
possible.

Membersof Millstone have participatedn our communityorganizingefforts sincelast springwhenwe launcheda citywide
organizingcampaignarounda rangeof affordablehousingissues.| have found the Millstone membergo be valuableand
consistentontributorsto our efforts. | alsobelieve thattheir vision of cooperatie housingdevelopmentanbeoneimportant
componentn our organizations overall campaigrto createmoreaffordablehousingin Somerville.My experiencehasbeen
thatthe Millstone membersareextraordinarilycommittedoothto their own vision of cooperatre housingandto working with

othersin the communityto createandpresere a communitywhosehousingis affordableto all.

Again, | urge your highestconsideratiorfor the loan applicationsubmittedby the BostonCommunityCooperatresfor the
Millstone Cooperatie. | would be hapyy to discusany experiencewith Millstone andits memberdurther, if youwish. | can
bereachedat617-776-593%223.

Sincerely
DanielLeBlanc
Chief Executve Officer



